
Dear Senators & Representatives: 

As Colorado-based businesses and organizations, we urge you to support our state’s great outdoors 
through full funding of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). We ask that you lend your 
full support to passing the Land and Water Conservation Fund Permanent Funding Act, so that our 
nation’s most successful conservation program can continue its long track record of success. 

LWCF is built on a simple idea: that a portion of offshore drilling fees should be used to protect 
important land and water for all Americans. Through its over 50-year history, LWCF has invested 
more than $278 million in Colorado’s public lands and outdoor recreation. Funds have gone toward 
public lands including Colorado crown jewels like the Black Canyon of the Gunnison and Rocky 
Mountain National Parks, toward healthy working forests through the public-private partnerships 
of the Forest Legacy Program, and toward local parks and trail projects in communities across the 
state. 

These investments not only benefit the public lands and outdoor opportunities that are a valued 
part of our Colorado way of life, but also promote tourism and the outdoor recreation industry 
which are among our state’s most important economic drivers. The Outdoor Industry Association 
reports that active outdoor recreation in Colorado generates $28 billion in consumer spending, 
supporting 229,000 Colorado jobs. Our great outdoors isn’t just good fun – it’s good business. 

Congress last year passed permanent reauthorization of the LWCF; now it is time to ensure that it is 
fully funded now and into the future.  Please support passage of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Permanent Funding Act, to benefit Colorado’s vital outdoor recreation economy and the 
quality of life we enjoy as Coloradans. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Nickum, Executive Director David Dragoo, President 
Colorado Trout Unlimited Mayfly Outdoors 
 
Suzanne O’Neill, Executive Director Julie Mach, Conservation Director 
Colorado Wildlife Federation  Colorado Mountain Club 
 
Don Holmstrom, Co-chair Matt Rice, Director, Colorado River Basin Program 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers American Rivers 
 
April Archer, CEO Corinne & Garrison Doctor, Co-owners 
SaraBella Fishing LLC Rep Your Water 
 
Ben Kurtz, President Henry Wood, VP of Sales & Marketing 
Fishpond  Upslope Brewing 
 



Randy Hicks, Owner Brendan Besetzny, President 
Rocky Mountain Anglers, Boulder Boulder Flycasters 
 
Buck Skillen, President Mike Kruise, Owner 
Five Rivers Chapter, Durango Laughing Grizzly Fly Shop, Longmont 
 
Mark Seaton, President Mickey McGuire, President 
San Luis Valley Chapter, Alamosa Rocky Mountain Flycasters, Ft. Collins 
 
Michele White, Owner Barbara Luneau, President 
Tumbling Trout Fly Shop, Lake George St. Vrain Anglers, Longmont 
 
Pete Ashman, President  Steve Wolfe, President 
Grand Valley Anglers, Grand Junction Southern Colorado Greenbacks Chapter, Pueblo 
 
Johnny Spillane, Owner Chris Keeley, Principal 
Steamboat Fly Fishers, Steamboat Springs Anglers All, Littleton 
 
Erik Myhre, Founder & President David Leinweber, Owner 
Basin + Bend, Evergreen Angler’s Covey, Colorado Springs  
 
Allyn Kratz, President Trent Hannafious, President 
Pikes Peak Chapter, Colorado Springs Gunnison Gorge Anglers, Montrose 
 
Christopher Smith, Board President Jack Llewellyn, Executive Director 
Left Hand Watershed Group, Longmont Durango Chamber of Commerce 
 
Dan Chovan, President Rob Schmidt, Manager 
Yampa Valley Fly Fishers, Steamboat Springs Duranglers, Durango 
 
Nick Noesen, President Grant Smith, Owner 
Eagle Valley Chapter, Eagle Riverwalk Theater, Edwards 
 Edwards Supply Company, Edwards 
 
Mike Larned, President Kirk Klancke, President 
Alpine Anglers, Estes Park Colorado River Headwaters Chapter, Fraser 
 
Brandon Mathis, Marketing Coordinator  Cole Glenn, Manager 
Backcountry Experience, Durango San Juan Angler, Durango 
 
Tucker Ladd, President/Owner Karla Baise, CSR Community Engagement Specialist 
Trouts Fly Fishing, Denver Odell Brewing Company, Ft. Collins 
 
 



Jake Jones, Managing Director Bill Dvorak, Owner 
Eleven Outdoors, Crested Butte Dvorak Expeditions, Nathrop 
 
Charlie Craven, Owner Greg Hardy, President 
Charlie’s Fly Box, Arvada Gore Range Anglers, Silverthorne 
 
Jackson Streit, Owner Dennis Steinbeck, President/Co-owner 
The Mountain Angler, Breckenridge Blue Quill Angler, Evergreen 
 
Kyle Perkins, Fishing Manager Jeremy Dakan, Owner 
Golden River Sports, Golden Pine Needle Mountaineering, Durango 
 
Allen Adinoff, President Shaun Hargerave, Partner 
Cutthroat Chapter, Littleton Boulder Boat Works, Carbondale 
 
Jeff Poole, President Peter Stitcher, Owner 
North Fork Ranch Guide Service, Shawnee Ascent Fly Fishing, Littleton 
 
Ed Calmus, President Greg Felt 
West Denver Chapter, Golden Chaffee County Commissioner 
 
 
 
 


